28                  A DIGIT OF THE MOON:

they saw the Princess, clad- in a yellow robe, and
a bodice studded with diamonds, and her crown
and other ornaments, sitting on her throne. And
she looked intently at the King, who sank upon
a couch, speechless and fascinated, gazing at her
loveliness. Then Rasakdsha came forward* and
stood before her, and began again :

Lady, in a former age there was a king who died
of a fever. And his heir was a baby, too young
to speak or walk. Now that king had a brother,
who desired the kingdom for himself. And in order
to compass this object, he determined to make away
with the little Ra*ja*, thinking to himself: There will
be no difficulty in this, for he is but a baby, and
can easily be put to death in a thousand ways.

So one night he persuaded the child's attendants,
by means of an immense bribe, to leave him alone
in his room. And he hired an assassin to kill hims
posting him in a secret place within the palace, and
telling him : At such an hour, enter the king's room,
where you will find him alone, and kill him. But
this assassin was a Rajpoot from the Deccan,
who had but just come to that city, and .did not
know who the king was. And expecting a man,
at the appointed hour he entered the king's room,
and saw nothing but a baby playing,,on the floor